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Family Law in the Twentieth Century: A History



Census of Great Britain, 1851: 
Religious Worship in England and Wales

Statistical bulletin: Marriages in 
England and Wales (Provisional), 2012 

 2011 Census, Key Statistics for Local Authorities in 
England and Wales Release, Religion Data from the 2011 Census 

Registration: Modernising a Vital Service

Civil Registration: Delivering Vital Change: A public consultation 
document about proposed changes to the legislation relating to the Civil Registration 
Service in England and Wales by means of a Regulatory Reform Order .



Source: Office for National Statistics (www.ons.gov.uk) and 1851 Census of Religious Worship

* The largest groups included in this category were Pagan, Spiritualist, Mixed Religion and Jain

Places of worship in England and Wales

Religious views of the population

1851

RELIGION 1851 and 2011

Other
religions*

Religion
not stated Muslim

Hindu Sikh Jewish Buddhist

Christian

No religion

60.09%

35.46%

2.01%

1.12%

0.82%

0.50%

59.3%

25.1%

7.2%

4.8%

1.5%

0.8%

0.5%

0.4%

0.4%

Church
of England

&
Church 
in Wales

Muslim Other Jewish Sikh 

59%

40.84%

0.15%

JewishChurch
of England
and Ireland

Other
Christian

Other
Christian
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Civil Registration: Delivering Vital Change: A public consultation 
document about proposed changes to the legislation relating to the Civil Registration 
Service in England and Wales by means of a Regulatory Reform Order 
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Efficiency Scrutiny Report: Registration of 
Births, Marriages and Deaths



Grainger Plc v Nicholson Maistry v BBC

Marriages by Non-religious Belief Organisations: Summary of Written 
Responses to the Consultation and Government Response

Vital Events References Tables 
2014

Population 
Trends



Statistical bulletin: Marriages in England and Wales (Provisional), 2012 

Vital Events 
Reference Tables 2014 

Religious Marriage Officiants listed by Name, Religious 
Body and Municipality



MARRIAGE CEREMONIES

England and Wales compared with Scotland

2014

Belief marriages at any agreed location by organisations not accommodated under English and Welsh law*

Civil marriages in registration offices and other**

Civil marriages at any agreed location

Religious marriages at any agreed location 

Scotland

Civil marriages in register offices and other**

Religious marriages in registered buildings

Civil marriages on approved premises

England and Wales

Civil marriages Religious or belief marriages

2011

16%
24%

27%
33%

y organisations not
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13% 30%
57%

* This includes humanist, pagan and interfaith organisations.

** In the Scottish data, “other” means civil marriages in hospitals, 
residential homes and other places from where people cannot move. 
Similar categories of civil marriage exist in England and Wales.
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Figure 4

Source: Office for National Statistics (www.ons.gov.uk) and National Records of Scotland (http://nationalrecordsofscotland.gov/uk). The latest available data was used



Guidance: Civil marriages and partnerships: approved premises list
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Don’t Tell the 
Bride

Guidance: Civil marriages and partnerships: approved 
premises list

Hansard



Source: HM Passport Office (May 2015)

42.80%
11.60%

8.96%
8.44%

6.77%
5.95%

4.74%
4.52%

1.84%
1.62%

1.48%
1.28%

APPROVED PREMISES 2015

The different types of approved premises

Other venues

Hotels

Corporate and event spaces

Civic buildings

Heritage and rustic venues and attractions

Leisure, sport and entertainment venues

Restaurants, pubs and breweries

Arts venues, museums and libraries

Community, charity and education venues

Holiday parks

Private clubs and houses

Natural world, gardens and zoos

0 500 1000

Number of approved premises
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Cohabitation, Marriage and the Law

Muslim Families, Politics and the Law: A Legal Industry in Multicultural Britain
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Social Cohesion and Civil Law: 
Marriage, Divorce and Religious Courts

FOI request: Number of Muslim weddings

 2011 Census, Key 
Statistics for Local Authorities in England and Wales Release, Religion Data from the 2011 
Census



Marriages by Non-
Religious Belief Organisations

Marriages by Non-Religious Belief Organisations: Summary of Written Responses 
to the Consultation and Government Response

Marriages by Non-Religious Belief Organisations: Summary of Written 
Responses to the Consultation and Government Response







Marriages by Non-Religious Belief Organisations: Summary of Written 
Responses to the Consultation and Government Response





The Legal Framework of the Church of England: A Critical Study in a 
Comparative Context Ecclesiastical Law

The Legal 
Framework of the Church of England: A Critical Study in a Comparative Context

Ecclesiastical Law

Law & Justice

R (Hodkin) v Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages









THE STANDARD STEPS FOR MARRYING
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0 days

7 days

23 days

Reside in parish or attend church 
as usual place of worship

Publication of banns on 
3 successive Sundays

Ceremony must take 
place within 3 months

Registration 
immediately 

following 
ceremony

Issue of 

publication of 
banns*

necessary if the marriage 
is to be solemnized in a 
church or chapel where the 
banns have been called

religious marriage in a registered building, and a Church of England or Church in Wales marriage in a church or chapel in 
which one of the parties usually worships or in a parish where at least one of the parties resides, after the publication of banns. 
The steps set out are those that would apply where both parties are British citizens, EEA nationals or nationals of Switzerland.

Give notice to 
Minister
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Solemnization of marriages under the Marriage Act 1949

Open doors

Two witnesses

Prescribed
form of words

No religious
service

Presence of
Superintendent
Registrar and

Registrar

Open doors

Two witnesses

Prescribed
form of words

No religious
service

Presence of
Superintendent
Registrar and

Registrar

Under Part III of the Marriage Act 1949: Marriages under Superintendent Registrar’s Certificate

Under Part II of the Marriage Act 1949: Marriage according to the rites of the Church of England

ROUTES TO MARRIAGE

According to
the usages of
the Society of

Friends

According to
the usages of

the Jews

Jewish
Society

of Friends

In a
register
office

On
approved
premises

Two witnesses

Conducted by 
a person in
Holy Orders

In a church
or chapel or

other authorised
place

According to
the rites and

ceremonies of
the Church

Church of
England or 
Church in 

Wales

Between
persons

professing the
Jewish religion

Between
members of the

Society of
Friends or other 

persons
authorised by the

Society

No restriction
as to place

No restriction 
as to place

Open doors

Two witnesses

Prescribed
form of words

Presence of 
Registrar or
Authorised

Person

Other
religions

Such form and 
ceremony as the

parties wish

In a registered
place of worship

Civil
marriages

Religious 
marriages
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Love, Sex and Marriage in the Middle Ages: A Sourcebook
The Oxford History of the Laws of England: Volume I. The Canon Law and 

Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction from 597 to the 1640s
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Marriage Law and Practice in the Long Eighteenth Century
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Marriage Law and Practice in the Long Eighteenth Century 
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Anglican preliminaries 
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Marriage Law and Practice in the Long Eighteenth Century 



Would I be eligible to get a Special Licence?



Civil preliminaries 





District



YESESESYESSESEEEEEESESEEEEEEYES

LEGAL AUTHORITY

* Other than Church of England and Church in Wales

In an Anglican 
church or chapel

In a registered
place of worship

In a register office or
on approved premises

In any location, for marriages
according to the usages of the 
Jews or the Society of Friends

In any location, often in a university or 
private chapel or a private residence 
of a person who is near to death

In any place other than at 
a registered building,
register office or 
approved premises,
when one of the parties 
is seriously ill and is not 
expected to recover and
cannot be moved

In a place of residence, where the 
person is housebound or detained, 
eg a hospital or prison

Which form of legal authority can be used to authorise a marriage?

Publication 
of banns

Registrar 
General’s 
licence

Are both parties British citizens 
or nationals of an EEA state or 

Switzerland?

Church of England
and Church in Wales

Civil and Religious*

Common 
licence
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o
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ho

ri
ty
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d
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Two certificates of a 
superintendent registrar

Archbishop’s 
special 
licence
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Venue



Structural

Suitability



Availability

The Registrar General’s Guidance for the 
Approval of Premises as Venues for Civil Marriages and Civil Partnerships



Jewish marriages 

Quaker marriages 

Anglican marriages 



Marriages according to the rites of other religions 

R (Hodkin) v Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages

Places of worship registered for marriage



 
 fo secalp fo rebmuN noigileR

worship 
Registered for marriage 
of opposite-sex couples 

Registered for 
marriage of same-
sex couples 

 0 1 4 yteicoS suirehteA
 0 1 7 iahaB
 0 0 7 siramuK amharB
 1 41 88 tsihdduB

Christian* 26,867 22,071 54** 
 0 3 5 hewhaY fo noitagergnoC
 0 1 3 marahD saD
 0 2 3 tsihtiaF
 0 1 5 anhsirK eraH
 0 79 102 udniH
 0 4 6 niaJ
 0 0 963 hsiweJ

Kshatrya Sabna London     
Bhagat Namdev Mission  0 1 1

 0 3 11 noigiler dexiM
 0 072 242,1 milsuM

Objection to any particular 
religious appellation  0 41 74

 0 0 8 rehtO
 1 1 2 nagaP
 0 0 1 namaR
 0 0 1 nairafatsaR
 0 11 21 aissadivaR
 0 5 6 iraknariN tniaS
 0 0 1 ahaB iaS ayhtaS
 0 9 01 tsigolotneicS
 0 591 252 hkiS
 42 533 054 tsilautiripS

 0 0 3 yomnihC irS
 0 0 7 dubuS
 0 0 1 irakihaM oykuS
 0 0 1 tsioaT
 0 0 8 yhposoehT
 0 5 7 ikimlaV
 0 2 2 nairtsaoroZ
 08 640,32 836,92 latoT

 
*Anglican churches are not included within this figure as they are not required to be certified as places of worship; 
Quaker places of worship are included. **Unitarian churches account for 40 of the 54. 

 
Source: HM Passport Office  

 
Given the number of certified places of worship it would not have been feasible to list them all individually; for that 
reason we have grouped the places of worship into categories of religion. The groupings are for illustrative 
purposes only and are in no way meant to be definitive.  
 
“Mixed religion” comprises religious organisations that appear to combine elements of more than one established 
religious tradition. “Objection to any particular religious appellation” comprises religious organisations that are listed 
as such in the source document. “Other” comprises religious organisations about which we have been unable to 
find sufficient information to include them properly in any other category, and religious organisations which do not 
appear to follow any established religious tradition.  

 
Certified places of worship and those registered for the solemnization of marriage 

 
This table shows the range of religions that have buildings certified as places of worship, many of which are also registered 
for the solemnization of marriages.  

The Supreme Court recently considered what amounts to a religion for these purposes; the following description was given 
by Lord Toulson in R (Hodkin) v Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages ([2013] UKSC 77 at [57]): 
 

“…a spiritual or non-secular belief system, held by a group of adherents, which claims to explain mankind’s place in the 
universe and relationship with the infinite, and to teach its adherents how they are to live their lives in conformity with the
spiritual understanding associated with the belief system. By spiritual or non-secular I mean a belief system which goes 

beyond that which can be perceived by the senses or ascertained by the application of science…Such a belief system may 
or may not involve belief in a supreme being… . ”

Figure 10
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Religious marriages 

A Guide for Authorised Persons



Civil marriages 

Marriages of those who are housebound, detained, or terminally ill 



Civil marriages 

Religious marriages 

Book of Common 
Prayer Common 
Worship

Marriage Rites and Rights

Would I be 
eligible to get a Special Licence?



A Guide for Authorised Persons





Marriage Law and Practice in the Long Eighteenth Century



any

Hudson v Leigh (Status of Non-Marriage)

A-M v A-M (Divorce: Jurisdiction: Validity of Marriage)
Sharbatly v Shagroon Dukali v Lamrani 
(Attorney-General Intervening)

A-M v A-M

Gandhi v Patel

CAO v Bath

Cretney’s Principles of Family Law



Child and Family Law 
Quarterly

Quick v Quick 

Hill v Hill 



Lindo v Belisario
Horn v Noel

Goldsmid v Bromer









Statistical 
bulletin: Marriages in England and Wales (Provisional), 2012 

Britain’s Jewish Community Statistics

 2011 Census, Key 
Statistics for Local Authorities in England and Wales Release, Religion Data from the 2011 
Census



Places 
recorded by the Registrar General under the Provisions of the Places of Worship 
Registration Act 1855

Statistical bulletin: Marriages 
in England and Wales (Provisional), 2012 

2011 Census, Key Statistics 
for Local Authorities in England and Wales Release 



R v Kemp; R v Else

Efficiency Scrutiny Report: Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths



Hansard

Efficiency Scrutiny Report: Registration of 
Births, Marriages and Deaths

Civil Registration: Delivering Vital 
Change: A public consultation document about proposed changes to the legislation relating 
to the Civil Registration Service in England and Wales by means of a Regulatory Reform 
Order



Release: Marriage, Divorce and Adoption Statistics, England and Wales (Series FM2), No 
35, 2007 

Release: Marriage, Divorce and 
Adoption Statistics, England and Wales (Series FM2), No 35, 2007 

Statistical
bulletin: Marriages in England and Wales (Provisional), 2012 







Marriage and Divorce in a Multicultural Context

Marriage at the Crossroads: Law, Policy, and the Brave New World of 
Twenty-First-Century Families



English Law and Ethnic Minority Customs

Wedding as Text: Communicating Cultural Identities Through Ritual

Marriage and Divorce in a 
Multicultural Context
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Marriages by Non-religious Belief Organisations: Summary of Written 
Responses to the Consultation and Government Response







Facilitating Life Events, Part II Synthesis Report 

From Sacrament to Contract: Marriage, Religion and the Law in the Western 
Tradition



Facilitating Life Events, Part II 
Synthesis Report 

Law and Religion in Europe: A comparative introduction







Statistical bulletin: Marriages in England and Wales (Provisional), 
2012

 Just Cause 
or Impediment? A report from the Review of Aspects of Marriage Law Working Group



Civil
Registration: Delivering Vital Change: A public consultation document about proposed 
changes to the legislation relating to the Civil Registration Service in England and Wales 
by means of a Regulatory Reform Order 



Marriages in England and Wales: Quality and Methodology 
Information

Population 
Trends

Marriages in England and Wales: Quality and Methodology 
Information



Civil Registration: Delivering Vital Change: A public consultation document about 
proposed changes to the legislation relating to the Civil Registration Service in England 
and Wales by means of a Regulatory Reform Order 
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Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales): 
consultation Civil Partnership Review 
(England and Wales) – Report on conclusions 





(Hodkin) v Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages










